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SCIENTIFIC OUTLOOK FOR MOTHERS

The child, and thereby the family and society, are influenced
by the mother. Our society is a conglomeration of many religious
groups. The Hindu society is vertically and horizontally divided into
several castes. By the very nature of religion, each religious- group
exhibits intolerance towards others. Hindus call others 'mlechchas';
islam terms non-Mohammedans as 'Kafirs'. Christianity does not lag
behind and uses the appeallation 'heathens' for non-Christians. Thus,
religions divide humanity into self-contained and exclusive units. This
leads to disunity and strife. Mothers cannot be free from this baneful
influence of religion. In fact, they are not. So long as mothers
do not cultivate a scientific outlook, there is the danger of society
disintegrating, due to intolerance, hatred and wars.

What is a scientific outlook? That nature is self-sustaining,
that it was not created, and that the universe is law-governed are
some of the postulates cf science. Life has evolved from inanimate
matter at a certain stage of evolution, Thereafter, science learns
that reason inheres in the human being. He is essentially rational.
He begins to ask "How, why and what". By seeking answers
knowledge grows. Science depends for its sustenance on the logical
thought-process and experiment. It starts with a hypothesis. If further
experiments deny the validity of the hypothesis, it is discarded.
Otherwise, it is accepted. Science has no gods. ' It questions and
examines. On the other hand, religion believes in absolutes. It
postulates a God, a creator. It enslaves the human to God; it
enfeebles the human being. It kills the capacity to reason and
demands blind belief and surrender. Thus, a religious person
ultimately ends up either as a slave or a robot. Either way the
consequences are harmful.

If.women, and especially mothers, are not imbued with scientific
spirit, the children become the worst sufferers. Such mothers cannot
bring up their children in a healthy manner. They create illusions
in the minds of children about ghosts and sow seeds of anxiety in
their minds. They inhibit the mental development of children by
inculcating in them ideas of casteism, religious bigotry, nationalistic
chauvinism, and linguistic fanaticism. They promote blind faith in
children and thwart the growth of free enquiry and discretion. They